Family Background

Mihesuah is an enrolled citizen of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and is also a Chickasaw descendant. Her ancestor, Lewis Wilson, was a signer of the 1830 Treaty With the Choctaw and was of the Okla Hannali clan.1 Lewis and his Choctaw wife Lizzie moved their family from Mississippi to Indian Territory where they settled in Atoka County, Pushmataha District,2 then later to Sugar Loaf County, Moshulatubbee District where their son Charles served as Choctaw lighthorseman.3 Because Charles spoke English and Chahta anumpa, he was elected Sugar Loaf County Sheriff, Court Clerk, and Treasurer. At the time of his murder in 1884 he served as one of the few Native U.S. Deputy Marshals.4 

Charles was full-blood, not a half-blood as is listed on the Dawes Roll. Charles’s first wife and mother of his children was Elizabeth “Lizzie” Bryant, a Chickasaw who is incorrectly listed on the flawed Dawes Roll as ‘intermarried white,’ but who appears in the Chickasaw tribal records. His second wife Martha was not the mother of his children. Charles’s sister Mary Wilson married David Pickens, the son of Chickasaw Chief Ochantubby (Edmund Pickens). David was killed by Comanches in the 1860s.5 Ida Wilson Self, et al, are therefore incorrectly listed as 1/4 Choctaw on the Dawes Rolls. Numerous tribal documents and rolls substantiate that they were, in fact, one-half Choctaw and one-half Chickasaw.

Because Charles was a staunch Nationalist who advocated against allotment and Oklahoma Statehood, in 1884 he was murdered by Progressive tribesmen the day of the election for Choctaw Council Representative. He is buried in the Vaughn Cemetery at the base of Nvnih Chufvk, near Kully Chaha, where he lived and was killed.6 Charles and Lizzie's son attended Jones Academy.7 The story of Wilson’s murder and subsequent exoneration of his murderers by a Progressive jury and chief is chronicled in the book Choctaw Crime and Punishment, 1884-1907 (University of Oklahoma Press, 2009). 

Her grandfather, the Irishman Thomas Abbott Sr., was the Police Chief of McAlester, the boxing champion of the southwest and coached football at the Potawatomi Sacred Heart School. His brother, Walter Abbott, was a U.S. Marshall. Her grandfather, Thomas, in addition to being the “Middleweight [Boxing] Champion of the Southwest” in 1913-14, also was Chief of Police of McAlester Oklahoma from 1933 to 1940. He attained that rank after his assignment fell through to meet FBI officials in Hot Springs, Arkansas, to arrest Frank “Jelly” Nash, an escapee from the federal penitentiary at Leavenworth. At that time, FBI agents did not arm themselves and the local law enforcement officials made arrests for them. Fortunately for her grandfather, but sadly for Police Chief Ott H. Reed, Reed could identify Nash and went in Abbott’s stead. After arriving at the Kansas City Union Station, the FBI agents, two Kansas City detectives and Reed were ambushed by the Miller gang, which consisted of Verne Miller, Adam Richetti and Charles “Pretty Boy” Floyd. The bullet holes made during the “Kansas City Massacre” are still visible in the station walls. His father designed the blueprints of South McAlester and served as physician to the Choctaw mining camps.8 
Her grandfather on her mother’s side, James William Shultz, was Deputy Sheriff of Galveston County, Texas. There are many family stories about his exploits in law enforcement, but the most disturbing tale is when her grandmother Survella opened the door to see a man standing on her porch with a box in his arms. It contained the mangled remains of her father who had been killed by train in 1911 after a prisoner he was escorting to prison in Huntsville pushed him onto the tracks. 

Her parents have a common ancestor in John Layfayette Self; her mother Olyve Hallmark Abbott, widow of the deceased Thomas James Abbott Jr. (a graduate from University of Oklahoma and life-long athlete), is a professional singer and genealogist. The allotted land Devon’s father inherited from his mother Eula Self Abbott is in Red Oak. Her mother now retains the mineral rights to that land. Her grandparents, Thomas and Eula, are buried in McAlester while other aunts and uncles are buried in Muskogee, Tulsa, Oklahoma City and north Texas. Both sides of Mihesuah’s family tree are strongly situated in Indian Territory and past and present Oklahoma. 

Devon’s family stories are featured in her novel, Roads of My Relations, that is based on 11 generations of documented family members. Devon’s husband, Joshua Mihesuah, is Comanche, the direct descendant of Mihesuah, member of the Quahada Band. 
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